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Termite Resistance 
 
Internationally, Bamboo is regarded as termite resistant. However, evidence has shown that 
termites eat through just about anything. To combat this, we impregnate the raw material with 
the mineral boron, which improves the floor’s already natural resistance. It is important to note 
that the floor is not termite proof, however preventions can be made to protect your flooring 
against termites. Clever Choice takes steps to ensure that the resistance of all our products 
against termites is the highest possible. However, there is no way to make timber completely 
termite proof. In termite-favourable conditions and if the timber in the flooring is the only food 
source available, termites may still attack the floor despite the presence of borates in the wood. 
 
Termites eat cellulose. All woody plants, including bamboo, contain cellulose. The best way to 
prevent termites from eating their way into your flooring is to buy flooring products that have 
been pretreated with borates (derivatives of boric acid), as these kill the protozoa (single-celled 
parasites) in termite guts that enable them to digest cellulose. When termites eat wood or 
bamboo that has been treated with borates, they starve to death because they cannot digest it. 
Evidence has shown that termites are able to detect borate in wood and will go looking for 
another source of food. Commercial borate formulations come in powders that mix with water or 
as borates premixed with glycol to help them penetrate deeper into wood. If you live in an area 
that has problems with terminates, inspect your bamboo annually for termite activity and seek 
professional treatment if any signs occur. To prevent the costly procedures of removing 
termites, it’s advised that homeowners schedule annual termite inspections with their local pest 
control experts to develop a solution specifically designed for their home. 
 
General Knowledge 
 
Termites will happily feed on any of the common woods used for structural lumber in homes, 
regardless of whether it is softwood, hardwood, pine, or oak. However, certain factors make 
wood more desirable to termites: high moisture content, softness, the presence of fungus or 
decay, and the absence of natural chemicals, resins, or oils that make wood resistant to decay 
and insects. Termites especially like wood that is damp or rotting. Woods that are resistant to 
termites are the woods that are also naturally resistant to decay or that contain oils that resist 
moisture. Because they resist decay, some of these woods are used in boats, for outdoor 
furniture, for decks, and in other situations where the wood is exposed to high moisture levels. 
 
ARE YOUR FLOORS RESISTANT TO TERMITES? 
Although hardwood floors are still highly desirable, some homeowners are opting for newer 
flooring materials, sometimes mistakenly thinking they will be resistant to termite damage. 
 
The bottom line? For termites, if it’s wood, they will eat it…or at least try to. Unless your home is 
framed in tualang, it is necessary to take precautions, which include keeping your wooden 
flooring dry, making sure you have a current termite treatment or baiting system in place, and 
have regular termite inspections. 


